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FIGHT Stories

  
I am truly grateful for the 
people in my life like the 
staff at FIGHT. I have an 
awesome support system in 
place.

LaDonna 

  
When I hear the word 
“Y-HEP”… I hear family and 
I think of everyone helping 
everyone out because we’re 
all at a certain place in life. 
We like to say we’ll meet you 
where you are and we build 
each other up.

Matthew

  

  
My personal situation is  
now a dream come true.  
I just feel comfortable with 
who I am, what I stand for, 
how I live my life.

Edward

 

  
FIGHT is a family. I’ve never 
seen so many people that 
care about other people. I’ve 
got HIV but I’ve also got 
plenty to be thankful for.

Lester

 

  
Y-HEP means being yourself 
for me. They accept you for 
however you are, whatever 
situation or circumstances 
you’re going through. They 
accept you for who you are  
as an individual.

Crystal

 

  
Live life to the fullest.  
Go for your dreams. This is 
not the end of the world,  
it’s the beginning.

Alberto
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Philadelphia FIGHT 2015 in Review

Philadelphia FIGHT marked a major milestone in 2015: our 25th anniversary. What started 

in 1990 as a small, volunteer-driven research project to address the burgeoning AIDS epidemic has 

evolved into the Philadelphia FIGHT Community Health Centers—the largest, most comprehensive 

AIDS Service Organization in the city.  As we turn the corner on our second quarter century of 

service, we have much to celebrate and even more to anticipate. 

Last year, FIGHT opened the Office of Dental Services, enabling us to offer oral health examinations 

and basic dental care to existing and new patients.

In June we presented our 21st annual AIDS Education Month, featuring the first-ever End AIDS 

Summit. The Summit was our largest AEM event to date, attracting more than 1,500 attendees.

In December we celebrated FIGHT’s 25th Anniversary Gala with Lifetime Achievement Honoree 

Greg Louganis. With more than 400 people attending, it was our most successful fund-raising event 

yet. We raised over $125,000 to support FIGHT’s HIV primary medical care at the Jonathan Lax 

Treatment Center and primary care for youth and adults at very high risk of acquiring HIV at the 

Y-HEP and John Bell Health Centers.

In our 25-year battle against AIDS, we have lived through times of great tragedy and triumph. At last, 

the triumph is more frequent; we are winning the FIGHT.

We now have over 30 drugs that effectively treat people living with HIV without making them sick. 

We have PrEP (Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis), a one-pill-a-day regimen that prevents HIV infection, 

regardless of behavior.  We continue our longstanding partnership with The Wistar 

Institute, engaging in research projects to help find a cure for AIDS. 

We’ve enabled thousands of people to control their HIV and reclaim their 

lives. Our patients with HIV know they can lead a normal life with a normal 

lifespan. We’ve developed and sustained a broad scope of medical and 

educational programs to better address the physical, spiritual, and mental 

health of our patients in a way that was almost unimaginable a few 

decades ago. And we continue to offer all of this to our patients 

regardless of their life circumstances or ability to pay. 

With your support, we will continue to provide top-quality care and 

programs that bring us closer to our ultimate goal: Ending AIDS in 

the lifetime of those currently living with HIV. In 1990 we set out 

with a spirit of hope and a belief in doing the right thing. Look how 

far we’ve come. 

Jane Shull 
Executive Director
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OUR MISSION

Philadelphia FIGHT is a 
comprehensive health services 
organization dedicated primarily 
to low-income people living with 
HIV/AIDS and to those at high 
risk. Our mission is to provide 
clients with state-of-the art, 
culturally competent HIV specialty 
care, primary care, consumer 
education, advocacy, social 
services, outreach, and access 
to the most advanced clinical 
research.

OUR MODEL

We offer a full array of HIV 
services in one stop. Clients can 
work with FIGHT from start to 
finish—from testing to primary 
medical care, case management, 
mental health therapy, substance 
abuse programs and education. 
FIGHT offers programs and 
services to clients regardless 
of their gender, race, ethnicity, 
religious beliefs, national origin, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, 
insurance status or ability to pay. 

OUR CLIENTS

Philadelphia FIGHT serves some 
of the city’s most marginalized 
and disenfranchised individuals. 
Annually, we provide direct 
services to more than 8,000 people 
and assist approximately 10,000 
through community outreach. 

Please see page 5 for the 
demographics of our client 
population.

Who We Are FIGHT Leadership

Executive Director: Jane Shull

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Scott Wilds

Vice President: Bishop Ernest McNear

Secretary: Barbara Bungy

Treasurer: Rick Lombardo

John Cella

Kevin Cotten

Scott Drake

Maida Edmond

Rev. Dr. W. Wilson Goode, Sr.

Jim MacGruther

Luis Montaner, DVM

Andy St. Remy

Ronald Rhodes

LaDonna Smith  

Susan B. Thomas

Lovada Washington

INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD

Chair: Ronda Goldfein, JD (Chair)

Livio Azzoni, MD, PhD

Michael Casey

Kate Locke

Jenny Pierce

Brian Rice

Robert Winn, MD

RESEARCH PARTNERS

Cepheid

Gilead Sciences 

Janssen

Merck

Penn Center for AIDS Research (CFAR)

Pfizer

The Wistar Institute

(Left to right) 

Andy St. Remy 
FIGHT Board Member 

Bishop Ernest McNear
Vice President 
FIGHT Board of Directors

Lovada Washington 
FIGHT Board Member

Scott Wilds
President 
FIGHT Board of Directors
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Client Population

Statement of Activities

REVENUE
Patient Services - Medical . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         17,721,390 		

Educational Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             2,596,180 	

Patient Services - Behavioral Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 1,018,279 	

Client Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    924,372 	

Institute for Community Justice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      595,814 	

Faith-Based Initiatives 

Total Revenue .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23,037,159 

EXPENSES
Patient Services - Medical . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         17,721,390

Educational Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             2,596,180

Patient Services - Behavioral Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 1,018,279 

Client Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    924,372

Institute for Community Justice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      595,814

Faith-Based Initiatives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              181,125

Total Program Expenses .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23,037,159 

Adminstrative Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           2,470,876

Fundraising Expenses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              505,340

Total Expenses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  26,013,375

NET ASSETS 
Net Assets, Beginning of Year  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      5,460,829

Net Assets, Ending of Year  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        6,092,588

Change in Net Assets  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 631,759

Patient Fees and Insurance: 78%

Government Contracts and Grants: 20%

Other Grants and Contributions: <1%

Industry Research Studies: 1%

Miscellaneous Income: <1%

Black/African-American: 60%

Caucasian/White: 30%

Unspecified: 7%

Asian: 2%

American Indian/Alaska Native: <1%

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander: <1%

Under 13: <1%

13 - 24: 17%

25 - 44: 33%

45 - 64: 47%

65+: 3%

Non-Hispanic: 89%

Hispanic: 11%

Male: 66%

Female: 31%

Transgender: 3%

(MTF: 93%; FTM: 2%; Gender fluid: 5%

Patient Services–Medical: 77%

Educational Programs: 11%

Patient Services–Behavioral Health: 4%

Client Services: 4%

Institute for Community Justice: 3%

Faith-Based Initiatives: 1% 

Administrative Expenses: 9% 

Fundraising Expenses: 2%

REVENUE

% BY RACE % BY AGE 

% BY ETHNICITY % BY GENDER

EXPENSES

% by race/% by ethnicity 

Black/African-American:  60%

Caucasian/White: 30%

Unspeci�ed:  7%

Asian: 2%

American Indian/Alaska Native:  <1%

Native Hawaiian/Paci�c Islander:  <1%

% by Ethnicity 

Not Hispanic or Latino: 89%

Hispanic or Latino: 11%

% by gender

Male: 66

Female: 31

Transgender: 3%

% by Age

Under 13: <1%

13-24: 15%

25-44: 36%

45-64: 45%

65+: 4%

Patient Services–Medical: 73%

Educational Programs: 11%

Patient Services–Behavioral Health: 3%

Client Services: 3%

Institute for Community Justice: 2%

Faith-Based Initiatives: <1% 

Administrative Expenses: 6% 

Fundraising Expenses: 1%

Patient Fees and Insurance: 82%

Government Contracts and Grants: 16%

Other Grants and Contributions: <1%

Industry Research Studies: <1%

Miscellaneous Income: <1%
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Andy St. Remy 
FIGHT Board Member 

Bishop Ernest McNear
Vice President 
FIGHT Board of Directors

Lovada Washington 
FIGHT Board Member

Scott Wilds
President 
FIGHT Board of Directors
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THE JONATHAN LAX  

TREATMENT CENTER 

Located in the heart of 

Center City Philadelphia, 

the Jonathan Lax Treatment Center 

provides state-of-the-art HIV primary care, 

regardless of the patient’s insurance status 

or ability to pay. Our team offers culturally 

competent, integrated, patient-centered 

medical care, social services, and now 

dental services on-site. We strive to combat 

social injustice by addressing the unique 

needs and circumstances of each individual.

Medical Case Management

Our staff helps individuals secure housing, 

health insurance, government benefits 

and the necessities of daily living. Case 

managers work closely with patients and 

their medical providers to eliminate barriers 

to wellness and to make sure that each 

individual’s needs are fully addressed. Our 

goal is to ensure that all our patients are 

treated with dignity and respect, regardless 

of their life circumstances.

Clinical Research 

FIGHT conducts advanced clinical research 

of new drugs, vaccines and treatment 

options, and we are working to find a cure. 

FIGHT has been collaborating with the 

Wistar Institute for more than two decades 

and is currently part of Wistar’s randomized 

clinical trial—one of the largest of its 

kind—using an immune system modulator 

to decrease the HIV viral reservoirs of 

chronically infected patients. This is an 

easily accessible 

strategy, and, if 

successful, it will 

be a milestone in 

our quest to find a cure for HIV.

Clinica Bienestar

In partnership with Prevention Point 

Philadelphia, Philadelphia FIGHT 

established Clinica Bienestar (Well-Being 

Clinic) in December 2013. Located in 

North Philadelphia, it is funded by a 

Special Projects of National Significance 

(SPNS) grant. 

     Supported by the extensive case 

management, medical and social services 

of Philadelphia FIGHT, Clinica Bienestar 

provides primary HIV medical care to 

Spanish-speaking individuals with 

a history of injection drug use.  

THE JOHN BELL  

HEALTH CENTER

The John Bell Health 

Center provides 

primary medical 

care to everyone 

in the community 

with special emphasis 

on addressing the burden 

of chronic diseases 

among ex-offenders and 

on serving patients with 

special circumstances, such as 

homelessness or mental illness. 

Our team strives to provide 

a safe space for formerly 

incarcerated people to access health care 

upon their release and to mitigate certain 

socioeconomic factors, which are often 

linked to their imprisonment.

THE Y-HEP HEALTH CENTER

The Y-HEP Health Center offers  

low-cost or free primary care and family 

planning services to young adults aged 13 

to 24. The center provides HIV testing and 

counseling on-site and at a variety of off-

site locations, including universities, clubs 

and other places where youth gather.

THE DIANA BALDWIN CLINIC

The Diana Baldwin Clinic provides 

HIV-informed behavioral health services 

to address the psychological, social and 

medical factors that drive the AIDS 

epidemic as well as those that commonly 

affect individuals living with HIV.

TREE 

TREE (Treatment, Recovery, Education, 

Empowerment) is a program for 

people living with HIV/AIDS 

who have alcohol or drug abuse 

problems. TREE takes an intensive 

empirical approach to establishing 

and maintaining recovery.   

PROJECT TEACH

Project TEACH (Treatment  

Education Activists Combating 

HIV) is an innovative health 

education program that trains 

people living with HIV/AIDS to 

act as peer educators, activists and 

Caitlin Conyngham
Director of PrEP Programs

Philadelphia  
FIGHT  

Programs



advocates in the underserved communities 

hardest hit by the epidemic.

THE INSTITUTE FOR  

COMMUNITY JUSTICE

The Institute for Community Justice (ICJ) 

offers innovative, prevention-focused 

programs in a stigma-free space that 

empower, educate and support people 

affected by the parallel crises of HIV 

and mass imprisonment. ICJ protects 

community health and raises consciousness 

around issues of social justice.

CRITICAL PATH PROJECT

The Critical Path Project is a digital 

literacy training and advocacy program 

that provides low-income people with 

access to the Internet and the skills to 

use it, empowering them to find critical, 

trustworthy, lifesaving health information. 

HIV COUNSELING  

AND TESTING

The Counseling and Testing team seeks to 

reduce HIV acquisition and transmission by 

providing the most up-to-date information 

about HIV to those who need it most. 

The program also helps people create 

personalized risk reduction plans to 

protect themselves and others from 

contracting the virus.

PREP

Established in 2013, Philadelphia 

FIGHT’s PrEP (Pre-Exposure 

Prophylaxis) program aims to provide 

barrier-free access to Truvada, a safe, 

highly effective medication that can be 

used to prevent HIV. Truvada for PrEP is a 

one-pill-a-day regimen that is nearly 100% 

effective in preventing HIV infection when 

taken as prescribed.

     FIGHT’s PrEP program is the first 

and largest in Philadelphia. Under the 

leadership of Medical Director Helen 

Koenig, MD, MPH, and our newly 

promoted Director of PrEP Programs, 

Caitlin Conyngham, FIGHT’s program also 

is recognized nationally for its leadership in 

high-quality care, innovative delivery and 

implementation practices, and advocacy 

and policy for PrEP access.

GREATER PHILADELPHIA  

AIDS RESOURCE GUIDE

Produced annually, the Greater 

Philadelphia AIDS Resource Guide 

provides a comprehensive listing of local 

and national HIV-related resources. 

THE AIDS LIBRARY 

The AIDS Library is the only public lending 

library in the world dedicated to  

HIV/AIDS information. Our professional 

librarians are available to answer HIV-

related questions and to provide referrals to 

regional and national resources.

Y-HEP: YOUTH HEALTH 

EMPOWERMENT PROJECT

The Youth Health Empowerment Project 

(Y-HEP) is a drop-in center and outreach 

program for young people aged 13-24. 

In addition to a safe place for high-risk 

youth, Y-HEP offers food, laundry services, 

leadership activities, mental health 

counseling, support groups, holistic health 

services, and sexual health education. 

FAITH INITIATIVES

The Office of Faith Initiatives tends to 

spiritual health by offering hope, wholeness 

and transformation. Through spiritual 

guidance, relationship building, outreach, 

programs and education, our team seeks 

to create an environment where people 

living with HIV/AIDS and local faith 

communities can engage and bring light 

and life to one another in holistic ways.

7

Barbara Bungy 
Chief Operating Officer

Chip Alfred
Director of Development and Communications 

Lorelei Shingledecker
Chief Strategy Officer  



8

THE JONATHAN LAX  

TREATMENT CENTER

Staff at the Jonathan 

Lax Treatment Center 

saw over 2,000 patients during more 

than 6,600 medical visits, a 7.5% increase 

over 2014. Along with medical visits, the 

center recorded 498 nutritional visits, 

340 fibroscans (ultrasound that monitors 

liver damage from viral hepatitis), and 

over 500 visits with the behavioral health 

consultant. The Lax Center continues to 

excel in quality of care and ranks high in 

number of patients prescribed 

antiretrovirals and viral load 

suppression, adherence 

counseling, mental health 

and substance abuse 

counseling, hepatitis C 

screenings, and cervical 

cancer screenings.  The 

Lax Center strives to 

provide comprehensive 

care to all patients in a 

one-stop-shop setting. 

Clinical Research 

The Lax Center 

supported 12 open 

clinical trials. These 

included investigator-

initiated studies designed 

by the center’s own 

clinicians and presented 

at national conferences, studies 

sponsored by the 

pharmaceutical 

industry aimed 

at both treating 

and preventing 

HIV, studies testing devices intended to 

streamline the assessment of HIV viremia, 

and collaborative studies with Merck 

and with The Wistar Institute on the 

immunologic aspects of HIV.

Clinica Bienestar

Clinica Bienestar, a partnership between 

Philadelphia FIGHT and Prevention 

Point 

Philadelphia, 

currently 

sees about 

50 patients 

for HIV 

primary care 

and medical 

case management services.  Many 

of these patients were not previously 

engaged in HIV care and have a history of 

homelessness and ongoing substance use. 

Dental Services

In 2015 the Lax Center hired its first 

dentist, Dental Director Kari Hexem, 

DMD. After spending the summer 

and early fall setting up and ordering 

supplies, FIGHT was notified that the 

Dentaquest Foundation would fund 

our panoramic x-ray system. The 

11th Street Family Health Services 

generously donated five examination 

chairs. In December the center hired 

Jasmine Pruden, Expanded Functions 

Dental Assistant, and Sandra Collett, 

Receptionist.

THE JOHN BELL  

HEALTH CENTER

The John Bell Health Center has 

grown steadily,  serving a unique 

and diverse population. With the 

recent hire of two new physicians, 

the John Bell Center has increased 

Melissa Clinkscales
Practice Coordinator
John Bell Health CenterKaram Mounzer, MD

Medical Director

Noteworthy 
News and 

Accomplishments
Never give up. Keep 
pushing forward. 
If you don’t, you 
might fall again. Just 
remember to get back 
up and keep trying.

Patricia

Kari Hexem, DMD
Dental Director



visits and patient population by 200%. In 

addition to primary care, the center also 

offers substance abuse and mental health 

services with the help of a behavioral 

health consultant (BHC). The BHC provides 

short-term problem-solving interventions 

to improve patients’ ability to self-manage 

disease afflictions and to lessen their risk 

of substance abuse. The center stands in 

honor of the late John Bell, AIDS activist 

and mentor to former prisoners. Through 

our team, his legacy continues each day. We 

hope to inspire others to mirror his hard 

work and dedication. 

THE Y-HEP HEALTH CENTER

The Y-HEP Health Center has experienced 

significant growth since it opened in 2013. 

In 2014 the center more than doubled its 

capacity and was moved to a new, larger 

space on the second floor of 1417 Locust 

Street. In March the Y-HEP Center added 

primary and preventive health care to its 

services and hired five new employees. 

Each month the center continues to receive 

more patient visits than the month before. 

October 2015 reached a peak with 119 

visits, a more than 250% increase over the 

previous November.

THE DIANA BALDWIN CLINIC

In 2015 the Diana Baldwin Clinic served 

a total of 163 patients during 2,149 visits.  

The Diana Baldwin Clinic runs a weekly 

women’s support group that includes 

self-identified women. The clinic also has 

added two more psychoeducation groups 

that have been met with great enthusiasm: 

the Percussion Group, which uses music to 

teach healthy emotional expression, and 

the Creative Writing Group, which helps 

participants express themselves through 

storytelling.

TREE 

In 2015 TREE served 139 patients in its 

intensive outpatient program. The 9-to-

12-month program consists 

of three weekly groups, 

weekly individual 

sessions, a computer 

course, and a Wellness 

Recovery 

Action 

Plan 

(WRAP). 

Individuals who 

successfully 

complete these 

requirements 

graduate with 

the tools to create 

a productive, 

substance-free life.

PROJECT 

TEACH

In 2015, 170 people 

graduated from a 

TEACH program. 

This includes 

graduates from our 

classes for people 

living with HIV, Project TEACH, TEACH 

Outside, Latino TEACH, Women’s TEACH, 

and our newest program, Youth TEACH. 

FIGHT also ran two Frontline TEACH 

classes for HIV-negative friends and allies 

and graduated 21 people.

	 With the support of a grant from 

the National Library of Medicine, FIGHT 

launched Youth TEACH to people aged 18-

30 who are living with HIV. Youth TEACH 

focuses on treatment, self-advocacy, and 

building the critical digital literacy skills 

young people need to manage their health 

care and transition successfully into adult 

HIV care. In its pilot year, Youth TEACH 

graduated 31 students and all were linked 

to adult services providers for medical care 

Dan Clemons
Finance Director
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Never give up. Keep 
pushing forward. 
If you don’t, you 
might fall again. Just 
remember to get back 
up and keep trying.

Patricia

Sarah Smith
Lax Center Administrative Director



or other needs. FIGHT 

had the opportunity to 

present a poster about 

this new project at the 

CDC National HIV Prevention Conference 

in 2015. We plan to run additional classes 

in 2016.  

	 In 2015 our Peer Education team, 

staffed by TEACH graduates, reached 

nearly 10,500 Philadelphians with valuable 

information about HIV prevention and 

treatment. Peer educators travel to more 

than 40 sites throughout Philadelphia, 

including social service agencies, 

community groups, churches, health fairs, 

and more. In 2015 we added four new team 

members.

THE INSTITUTE FOR 
COMMUNITY JUSTICE

In spring 2015 the Institute for Community 

Justice (ICJ) moved to a new location at 

1207 Chestnut Street, co-locating services 

with the John Bell Health Center. Since 

the move, ICJ has been steadily increasing 

services at its Reentry Drop-In Center, 

which now offers laundry services, a 

larger clothing bank, and expanded 

programming. As part of FIGHT’s 

continuing initiative to enhance services 

for women, transgender, and gender-

nonconforming participants (WTGNC), ICJ 

has launched a monthly drop-in specifically 

for those communities.

	 In the fall ICJ hired a full-time case 

manager, which 

helped streamline 

service delivery 

and collaboration 

with other programs and departments at 

FIGHT. ICJ works closely with the Jonathan 

Lax Center, the John Bell Center and the 

Y-HEP Health Center to create sustainable 

pathways to healthcare and access to public 

benefits through 

BenePhilly. Now, 

in addition to 

offering case 

management 

to our Drop-

In Center 

participants, our 

Prison Support 

Program can 

work with Drop-

In participants 

who have been 

reincarcerated. 

Additionally, ICJ 

has increasingly 

become a referral 

site for participants 

who are aging out of Y-HEP and the 

Y-HEP Health Center. Drop-In Center 

staff from both programs meet regularly to 

coordinate service delivery and transitions 

and are working to formalize processes for 

participants transitioning out of Y-HEP.  

CRITICAL PATH PROJECT

FIGHT was awarded a SPNS (Special 

Projects of National Significance) grant 

from the Health Resources & Services 

Administration (HRSA) to work with The 

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia on 

using social media to link HIV-positive 

youth to care and to help retain them. In 

addition, Critical Path will be adapting 

our APPlify Your Health workshops to 
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Scott Drake
Member, Board of Directors

Hannah Zellman
Director of ICJ

Everything that you 
looked forward to 
before the diagnosis, 
you can still look 
forward to. The 
future is endless as 
far as I see now.

Robert

Noteworthy 
News and 

Accomplishments



Alyssa Richman
AIDS Library and  

Digital Literacy Manager

introduce a mobile app designed for and by 

HIV-positive youth. 

	 In 2015 the Critical Path Project 

staffed four public computing centers 

(the Critical Path Lab, the AIDS Library, 

ICJ, and Y-HEP), which provided more 

than 3,000 hours of open access time and 

accommodated 19,495 visits. Our trained 

public computing center assistants provided 

528 one-on-one tutorial sessions to assist 

patrons with job applications, navigating 

social media, creating résumés, attaching 

documents to email, and many other tasks. 

The Critical Path team taught 58 digital 

literacy classes and workshops across our 

four sites in 2015—a total of 704 hours of 

instruction for 346 students. 

HIV COUNSELING  

AND TESTING 

In 2015 the CDC awarded FIGHT 

a new grant that will be used to 

create a navigation team to help 

link those who are HIV-positive to 

care and those who are HIV negative 

(and identified at high risk) to crucial 

medical services and benefits. Through 

this grant, we have partnered with 

Prevention Point Philadelphia and will 

be concentrating our testing efforts in 

Point Breeze and Hunting Park, two 

underserved high-incidence Philadelphia 

neighborhoods.  

	 In 2015 we tested 2,461 individuals 

and found 35 positives. Of these, FIGHT 

successfully linked 21 to care.

PREP 

Since FIGHT’s PreP (Pre-Exposure 

Prophylaxis) program began in 2013, we 

have seen an almost fivefold increase in 

the number of clients enrolled. FIGHT 

has provided training and workshops on 

PrEP both internally and externally to over 

500 individuals in Philadelphia and the 

surrounding areas. These sessions have 

included FIGHT staff, prescribing clinicians 

from other health systems, staff of social 

service agencies and other AIDS service 

organizations, Philadelphia Health 

Department staff, and members of the 

community. Additionally, several large 

national conferences—the Conference on 

Retroviruses Opportunistic Infections, the 

American College of Physicians Internal 

Medicine Meeting National Sexual Health 

Conference, and the Center for Disease 

Control’s National HIV Prevention 

Conference—have accepted 

abstracts from our program. 

THE AIDS LIBRARY

In 2015 the AIDS Library served 

2,195 individuals across all services. 

On an average day, about 30 people 

came to browse our collection of 

over 1,200 book titles and 90 DVD 

titles, 94 of which were added in 

2015. Staff signed up 108 people 

for library cards and lent 79 titles 

from the library’s circulating 

collection. Many patrons prefer to 

peruse materials in the comfort 

of the library itself; they enjoyed 

993 books, DVDs, newspapers, 

magazines, and pamphlets while 

there, often with assistance from 

the librarians or support staff.

The staff and volunteers of the 

AIDS Library answered 1,107 

requests for information. These 

LaTesha Tucker
Practice Coordinator
Jonathan Lax Center
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ranged from inquiries 

about the best bus route 

to a potential rental 

apartment to scholarly 

articles on the link 

between anxiety and social subordination. 

Library staff also answered 1,425 letters 

from incarcerated individuals as part of the 

Prison Health News program, providing 

medical information and reentry resources 

for this vulnerable population.

	 The library’s computer lab was 

open for 947 hours in 2015, serving 

571 individuals through a total of 4,652 

sessions. Staff provided 153 one-on-one 

tutorial sessions for patrons to help with 

everything from deleting a Facebook post 

and searching for housing on Craigslist 

to creating a résumé. In addition, 151 

students enrolled in digital literacy and 

employment courses offered in the 

computer lab, including Computer 

101, Microsoft Excel, Microsoft 

PowerPoint, Job Readiness, and 

Workforce Development.

Y-HEP

Philadelphia FIGHT celebrated the Youth 

Health Empowerment Project’s (Y-HEP’s) 

20th Anniversary in March 2015 with This 

Is How We Do It, a ’90s fundraising jam. 

With over 200 in attendance, the event was 

a tremendous success, raising $40,000. 

FIGHT will use the funds to grow 

Y-HEP’s therapeutic services and 

provide PrEP 

(Pre-exposure 

Prophalaxis) 

to more young 

people. DJ 

Foxx Boogie and the legendary DJ 

Spinderella from Salt-N-Pepa provided the 

entertainment. Y-HEP presented the Youth 

Health Empowerment Award to Jacqui 

Ambrosini, its founding director. 

AIDS EDUCATION MONTH 

In 2015 FIGHT hosted the largest, most 

ambitious event in AIDS Education 

Month (AEM) history: the End AIDS 

2015 Conference. End AIDS combined 

FIGHT’s three signature summits—the 

HIV Prevention and Outreach Summit; 

the Beyond the Walls: Prison Healthcare 

and Reentry Summit; and the Faith 

Leaders and Community Summit—into 

one activity-packed day of learning and 

community. With three keynote speakers 

(Piper Kerman, author of Orange is the 

New Black: My Year in a Women’s Prison; 

Julie [JD] Davids, AIDS activist and 

managing editor of TheBody.com; and 

Everett Gillison, Chief of Staff to Mayor 

Nutter) and more than 75 workshops, the 

End AIDS 2015 Conference offered content 

for people from all walks of life. The more 

the 1,500 attendees included HIV-positive 

individuals and those at high risk, service 

providers and clients, those in the reentry 

community, representatives of faith-based 

organizations, activists, clinicians, and 

many others. 

 	 Throughout June FIGHT collaborated 

with more than 100 community partners 

to deliver the high-quality program 

content our clients and attendees expect. 

Other highlights from AEM 2015 include 

Mayor Nutter’s memorial tribute to Gloria 

Casarez at the Opening Reception; Ms. 
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Akia Feggans
Director of Behavioral Health

Mimi McNichol
Director of Clinical Operations

Noteworthy 
News and 

Accomplishments

Anthony James
Y-HEP Health Center  
Practice Coordinator



Deon Haywood’s 

Kiyoshi Kuromiya 

Award acceptance 

speech at the Award 

Ceremony; Teyana 

Taylor’s exciting 

performance at the 

Hip Hop for Philly 

concert; and the 

inspiring sounds 

of JJ Hairston and 

Youthful Praise at 

the annual Gospel 

Concert.

FAITH INITIATIVES

In 2015 the Office 

of Faith Initiatives 

presented the Faithful TEACH curriculum 

to three cohorts and graduated 55 

students. The course helps equip faith 

leaders to better minister to congregants 

andcommunity members living with 

HIV/AIDS.

	 The VOICES of Philadelphia FIGHT 

singing ministry reorganized, offering vocal 

training to participants and performing at 

Project TEACH graduations. 

	 The Reed newsletter released its 

final printed edition in spring 2015 and 

is transitioning to a digital format. The 

Office of Faith Initiatives will continue to 

produce a small number of print copies 

to accommodate those in our senior 

community who are not Internet 

users.

	    As part of the End AIDS 

Conference, during AIDS 

Education Month in June, the Faith 

Summit was held for the first time 

in collaboration with both the 

Prevention and Prison Summits 

at the Pennsylvania Convention 

Center. The annual Gospel 

Concert, which was held in 2015 at Mt. Airy 

Church of God in Christ, featured headliner 

JJ Hairston and Youthful Praise and various 

faith community choruses.

	 In September Eddie Davis joined the 

Office of Faith Initiatives as a part-time 

assistant.

	 On December 1 the seventh annual 

World AIDS Day Prayer Breakfast, 

featuring the Rev. Dr. Wayne Croft  Jr. as 

keynote speaker, attracted more than 300 

attendees. By all accounts, it was one of 

the most dynamic annual breakfasts to 

date.

DEVELOPMENT & 

COMMUNICATIONS

AIDS Walk Philly

Philadelphia FIGHT kicked 

off its 25th Anniversary 

Celebration at AIDS 

Walk Philly. The walk/run 

took place on October 18, 

2015, near the steps of the 

Philadelphia Museum of Art. To 

mark the anniversary, we picked 

“25 and Still FIGHTing!” as our 

team theme and recruited more 

than 150 people.

   FIGHT raised $13,000. As a 

partnering organization of AIDS 

Walk Philly, we retain 100% of 

those funds, which will be used 

to support FIGHT programs. We 

Kevin Cotton
Member, Board of Directors
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Everything that you 
looked forward to 
before the diagnosis, 
you can still look 
forward to. The 
future is endless as 
far as I see now.

Robert

Juliet Yates
Education Director
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Danica Moore 
Program Manager

Lax Center Women’s Program

sincerely thank all of our walkers, runners, 

volunteers, and supporters for making this 

possible.

25th Anniversary FIGHT for Life Gala

Thanks to our sponsors, guests, and staff, 

FIGHT’s 25th Anniversary Gala was the 

largest and most successful fundraising 

event yet. Over 400 people attended, 

celebrating over cocktails, dinner, and 

dancing. Our Lifetime Achievement 

Honoree, Olympic 

champion and AIDS 

activist Greg Louganis, 

presented an impassioned 

speech. We raised over 

$125,000. The proceeds 

will support FIGHT’s HIV 

primary medical care at the 

Jonathan Lax Treatment 

Center and primary care 

for youth and adults at very 

high risk of acquiring HIV 

at the Y-HEP and John Bell 

Health Centers.

I used to think 
that if people 
found out I was 
positive, I would be 
discriminated against. 
But Philadelphia 
FIGHT gave me the 
confidence to say 
I don’t care what 
anybody thinks.

Cenquetta

IN MEMORIAM

Fred Dunston, Sam Morales

FIGHT mourns the loss of two 

dedicated, longtime board 

members, Fred Dunston and Sam 

Morales. A leading HIV activist 

in the Latino community, Sam 

Morales also cofounded FIGHT’s 

Latino TEACH. Both Fred and 

Sam will be missed greatly. 

Calenthia Dowdy
Director of Faith Initiatives
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NEW HIRES

FIGHT 

Bikim Brown
Tester/Counselor

Sandra Collett
Receptionist

Jesse Foster
Janitor

Lucy Gleysteen
Care Outreach and Resource 

Librarian

Niya Hamilton
Grant Accountant

Cenquetta Harris
Tester/Counselor 

Kianna Little
CTR Tester Navigator

Alyssa Richman
Library and Digital Literacy 

Manager

Dan Uzupis
Director of Information 

Technologies

Jennifer Wright
AEM Content Coordinator

The Jonathan Lax 
Treatment Center 

Kent Ellingson
Medical Case Manager

Warren Flewellen
Medical Case Manager

Atisha Johnson
Medical call Center 

Representative/Medical Assistant

Clara Lopez
Bi-lingual Medical Assistant/

Medical Records

Jonathan Nunez, MD

Physician

Sashawna Parris

Medical Case Manager

Sheree Pippen

Medical Receptionist/Social 

Services Liaison

Nikele Riek

Medical Case Manager

Shaquanda Scott

Medical Receptionist/Medical 

Assistant

Rachel Sloane

Medical Case Manager

Sarrita Swaray

Medical Assistant/Medical 

receptionist

Susan Torres

Medical Case Manager

Jordan Twine

Medical Case Manager

Dental Services

Kari Hexem, DMD

Dental Director

The John Bell Health 
Center

Kate Cerrone

Triage Nurse

Derrell Davis

Community Health Worke

Lane DiFlavis

Behavior Health Consultant

Jay Kostman, MD

Physician

The Diana Baldwin Clinic

Leslie Becker

Therapist

The Institute for 
Community Justice

Thomas Ford
Group Facilitator

Assata Thomas
Reentry Case Manager

Y-HEP 

Brenda Bowens
Community Health Worker

Morris Burns
Eligibility Coordinator

Kay Cohen
Community Relations Liaison

Rebecca Keuch
Nurse Practitioner

Gerald Isaac
Janitor

Viviana Ortiz
I AM… Tester and CRCS CLEAR 

Counselor

Shani Robin
I AM… Program Coordinator

Elaina Tully, MD
Physician

PROMOTIONS

FIGHT

Caitlin Conyngham
Director of PrEP Programs

Colleen Davis
Accounts Payable Accountant

Meghan DeSandro
Quality Assurance and Regulatory 

Supervisor

Cyree Johnson
Instructional Librarian

Jen Mainville
TECH Education and Outreach 

Coordinator

Jennifer Wright
Community and Institutional 

Relations Supervisor 

The Jonathan Lax 
Treatment Center

Andres Friere
Case Manager Supervisor

Dan Green
Director of Case Management

Shana McKoy
Administrative Health Assistant

LaTesha Tucker
Practice Coordinator

The John Bell Health 
Center

Cayden Halligan
Benefits Coordinators Supervisor

Robin-John Stewart
Client Services Coordinator

The Y-HEP Health 
Center 

Meghan Bernetich
Lead Nurse Practitioner

Anthony James
Y-HEP Practice Coordinator

The Diana Baldwin Clinic

Akia Feggans
Director of Behavior Health

The Institute for 
Community Justice

Tre Alexander
Lead Prison Linkage Specialist

2015 Staffing News 



12th St. Gym

13th St. Pizza

A-Best Coffee Service

A&U Magazine 

Abbvie

ActionAIDS

Admark 360

Advocates for Youth

AIDS Activities Coordinating Office

AIDS Fund

AIDS Law Project of PA

Auxilium Pharmacy

Biolytical

BioScrip Pharmacy

Boehringer Ingelheim

Bread and Roses Community Fund

Bristol-Myers Squibb

Cedar Crest College

Cedar Woods Case Management

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia

CHOICE

Citizens Bank

CityPaper 

Colliers International

Congreso de Latinos Unidos

Creative Characters Print 
& Web Solutions

Design Spree

Di Bruno Bros. 

Dignity Philadelphia

District 1199c Training 
& Upgrading Fund

Dorothy Mann Center for 
Pediatric & Adolescent HIV

Drexel University

Duross & Langel

Ebeneezer Seventh Day 
Adventist Church

Edge on the Net

Einstein Healthcare Network/
Coordinated Care Network

EMD Serono

Esperanza Health Center

Family Planning Council

Federation of Neighborhood 
Centers

GALAEI

Genentech

Gilead Sciences

Glaxo SmithKline

Human Empowerment 
Life Skills Project

Immediate Home Care Hospice

Independence Blue Cross

Jack’s Catering

Janssen Therapeutics

Johnson and Johnson 
Family of Companies

Jonathan Management Corporation

Juvenile Justice Center 
of Philadelphia

KEYSPOT

Keystone Hospice

Labcorp

Lasco Joint Ventures

Le Virtu 

Libby Family Fund

MANNA

Masco Communications

Mayor’s Commission on Literacy

Mazzoni Center

McMaster-Carr Supply Co.

Me Salon and Spa

Media Copy

Merck & Co.

New Covenant Church 
of Philadelphia

New Jersey Capital Furnishings

NorthEast Treatment Centers

Office of HIV Planning

Orasure

Penn Community Practices

Pfizer Foundation

Philadelphia Foundation

Philadelphia WORKS

Philly Fair Trade Roasters

PHMC

Presbyterian Hospital

Prevention Point Philadelphia

Prudential Fox Roach Realty

Schultz Technology Solutions

Sellers Dorsey Foundation

SILOAM

SSH Real Estate

St. Christopher’s Hospital 
for Children

St. Michael’s Church

Tabu

Tactile Advantage Group

Technology Learning Collaborative

The Attic

The Barra Foundation

The Jones Group

The Pew Charitable Trust

The Salvation Army

The Shipley School

Twist Communications, LLP

United Way of Greater Philadelphia 
and Southern New Jersey

van Amerigen Foundation

ViiV Healthcare

Walgreens Community Pharmacy

Wells Fargo Foundation

Welsh Subaru

West Laurel Hill Cemetery

WHYY

William Way LGBT 
Community Center

Wistar Institute

Woody’s 

Yikes 

United States Government

340B Drug Pricing Program

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Department of Health and Human Services

National Institutes of Health – National Institute 
on Drug Abuse (in partnership with University of 
Pennsylvania and Temple University)

National Library of Medicine

City of Philadelphia

AIDS Activities Coordinating Office

Department of Human Services

Department of Public Health

Office of Addiction Services – Coordinating 
Office for Drug and Alcohol Abuse Programs

Community Partnerships

Access Matters  

Benefits Data Trust

Drexel University

Health Federation of Philadelphia

Temple University

The Jewish Healthcare Foundation of Pittsburgh

University of Pennsylvania Health System 

The Wistar Institute 

Sources of Revenue
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Chip Alfred

Kimberly Allen

John Amero

MaryJane Anderson

Erica Atwood

Kory Aversa

John Baackes

Karl Baker and Judi Bernstein-Baker

Michael C. Baker

Laura Bamford

Jeffrey Barg

Jody Bender

Peter Bezrucik and Will Gee

Allen Black

Bernard and Mary Black

Michael Blank

Frederick Bostwick

Bud and Joan Bretschneider

Richard Brome

Joan Brown

Barbara Bungy

Michael Byrne

Lewis and Kathleen Canouse

C. Patrick Carr

Kathleen Cashman-Walter

Lee and Susan Cassanelli

John and Ruth Cella

Joe and Sue Clark

Cynthia Closs

Ronald Collman

Kristine Conn

Paul and Allison Coppock

Kevin Cotten

Joan Countryman

Romilda Crocamo

Edward and Cynthia Curtis

Susan Daniluk

Harold Datz

Annet Davis

Zupenda Davis

James L. Dean and Joseph M. Montella

James and Connie Degnan

Charles Desnoyers

Chris Dezzi

E. George Dobosh

Lena and Fran Dolan

Denise Domitrovic

Calenthia S. Dowdy

Elizabeth Dowdy

Jeffrey Drebin

James Duggan

Fredrick A. Dunston

David Duryea

Frances L. Emanuel

Ted Faigle

Larry Farnese

Brett Feldman

Theodore and Ruth Fink

Suzanne Gagnon and Stephen Zimniski

Melissa Weiler Gerber

Robert Gilinger & Robin Lovejoy

Harry Giordano

Joan Glutch

Marla Gold

Ronda Goldfein

Adam Gordon

Brian Green

Steven Greene

Bill and Judy Harrington

Russell Harris and John Casavecchia

Bruce Herdman

Edwin H. Hermance

Chris Hopson

Nicholas Ifft and Tom Mendicino

Diane Ingersoll

John Jackman

Nolan J. Jacobson and  
  Pavel Arismendi

Kavitha Jayaprakash and  
  Timothy Cooper

Jeffrey Jenne

Tom and Nancy Jennings

Don Jones

Norman and Alicia Jordan

Michael and Edda Katz

James Keller

James Kelly

Vince Kesling

Karen Kohn

Barbara Krenzel

Cheryl Lamm

Sigrid Larsen and Nancy Roth

Levana Layendecker

Bill and Jean Leach

Bernard and Kathy Lee

Rick Lombardo

Nancy Loving

Robin A. Lowry

Jack Magnelli

Maryanna Massey

Shamaine Matlock-Turner

John McClafferty

Frank McClellan and Phoebe Haddon

Thomas McCoy

Mr. and Mrs. John McGee

Edward and Maria McNichol

Alice Melnikoff and Joseph Newburg

Bryan Mercer

Mark Merlino and Alan Trinh

Robert Metzger and Jacob Cavallo

Julie Meyers

Joseph Mirarchi

Michael and Susan Mitchell

Joseph M. Montella and  
  James L. Dean

Samuel Morales

Jacqueline Morrill and  
  Michael Donahue

Brandon Morrison

Frank Mosca

Renetta Mosley

Kevin and Mary Murray

Norma Muurahainen

Shayna Nagel

Lori Olk

Regina Oloughlin

John and Gloria Osmian

Dana Palmer

John Partain

John Pcsolar and Alan Sandman

Spencer Penn and Marne Castillo

Dana Persia

Ian Ramsey-North

Dolores Rapczynski

Merijane Redmond

Robb Reichard

Edward Rendell

Elizabeth Robb

Brendin Rogers and Devron Allen

Josh Romalis

Jenna and Michael Rowbotham

Jim and Karen Rowley

Bob Rushton

Grace Rutha

Chris and Aileen Ryan

Ben and Peggy Sears 

Dashiell Sears

Naomi Segal and Rie Brosco

Elaine Selan

Brad Shannon and Abdel Pena

James and Lesley Shepard

Lisa Shepherd

John and Marjorie Sheward

Nancy Shils

Randy Shine

Lorelei Shingledecker

Jose E. V. Silva

Steven Singer

LaDonna Smith

Daniel Snyder

Joe Snyder and Harold Millan 

Michael Soileau

Bernard and Arlene Solomon

Zahira Soto

Mark Squilla

Andy St. Remy

Julia Stone

Stephen and Lauren Streslin

Bert and Lynne Strieb

Sharon Suleta

Matthew Tavaglione

James Thomson

Carol and Mia Tinari

John and Terry Trudeau

Katrina E. Trudeau

Michael and Monica Trudeau

Marty and Eileen H. Tuzman

Beatriz Vieira and Nina Moren

Tan Vu

Michael Waber and Mrs. Waber

Anne Walker

Stephen Washkalavitch

Leroy A. Way

Douglas Weinik

Stephen Weinstein

Michael Weiss

Susan Weiss

James A. Wellons

William Whalon

Joseph White

Felice Wiener

Scott Wilds

James and Janice Williams

William Wilson

Tom and Loretta Witt

Tom Wolf

Juliet Fink Yates

Alfred and Judi Zdziera

Sydelle Zove
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS  July 1, 2013, to June 30, 2014
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FIGHT Stories

  
I am truly grateful for the 
people in my life like the 
staff at FIGHT. I have an 
awesome support system in 
place.

LaDonna 

  
When I hear the word 
“Y-HEP”… I hear family and 
I think of everyone helping 
everyone out because we’re 
all at a certain place in life. 
We like to say we’ll meet you 
where you are and we build 
each other up.

Matthew

  

  
My personal situation is  
now a dream come true.  
I just feel comfortable with 
who I am, what I stand for, 
how I live my life.

Edward

 

  
FIGHT is a family. I’ve never 
seen so many people that 
care about other people. I’ve 
got HIV but I’ve also got 
plenty to be thankful for.

Lester

 

  
Y-HEP means being yourself 
for me. They accept you for 
however you are, whatever 
situation or circumstances 
you’re going through. They 
accept you for who you are  
as an individual.

Crystal

 

  
Live life to the fullest.  
Go for your dreams. This is 
not the end of the world,  
it’s the beginning.

Alberto
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